
Opinion: What is really scarce in a
water drought

Residents wait in line to fill containers with water at a source for natural spring water in Cape Town, South Africa, February 2,

2018. The city introduced new water restrictions in an attempt to avoid what it calls "Day Zero," a day in July when it might have to

turn off most taps. Residents are asked to use no more than 50 liters of water a day. Photo by: Bram Janssen/ AP Photo 

Cape Town, a city in South Africa, has experienced an extended drought. The city has not gotten

enough rain, which means less water is available.

Cape Town was told earlier this year that it would make history on April 16. 

On that date, it was expected to become the world’s first major city to run out of water. It

was called Day Zero.

People there would face extreme limits or no water at all as reservoirs went dry. More than 1

million homes in Cape Town would be affected.

Then, the date was pushed back to June 4. Later, Day Zero was moved to July 9.
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Group Effort: Residents Cut Water Use In Cape Town

It was not rain that helped to delay the expected cutoff. Rather, the people of Cape Town have cut

their water use. In fact, over the past three years, water use has fallen by more than half because

of a group effort to share. People’s concern for each other went up, and with it, the amount of

available water went up too.

The city still has far to go to make sure there's enough water for everyone. Yet its efforts so

far might serve as a model for other regions that face drought.

One of these places is California. 

California May Once Again Set Water Limits

The state’s government plans to permanently bring back some water limits. In 2015 and 2016,

during the last drought, Californians cut their water use. However, many people have resumed

heavy use after the drought emergency ended a year ago. Now, a new drought is affecting large

parts of California. The state wants people to think longer-term about their water use.

Worldwide, the amount of available water is decreasing as populations rise and people move to

cities. This is forcing a new focus on creativity and working together. The solutions include

tougher water rules and new kinds of technologies. One solution is capturing grey water, the

waste that comes from sinks, baths or washers. Desalination, which removes salt from sea water,

could also help. 

Yet the hard part is reaching a change of thinking. People need to come together. Then, they can

learn about each other's needs. Communities can work together to find solutions that work for

everyone.

Working Together To Conserve Water

This point was made in a 2016 book. It is called “Water is for Fighting Over and Other Myths

about Water in the West.” The book was written by John Fleck. He's an expert on water at the

University of New Mexico. 

Fleck says people have incorrect beliefs about running out of water. People think that there will be

fights over water. These beliefs, he says, ignore an important fact: people have the power to

adapt and change the way they live. 

“We have seen both city and farm communities adapt and continue to grow and prosper without

using more water," he writes. Often, they use less water, he says.
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Communities Can Survive With Less Water

The key is to first build the ties between people. Work such as getting rainwater barrels or

changing the direction of water flows can come next.

Fleck writes that people should avoid talk of emergencies. They should recognize that their

community can do well with less water. Then, fighting with neighbors seems less necessary. The

risks drop for wars over water.

That’s good advice. It is likely to be helpful as Cape Town and other places hear they are heading

toward a Day Zero.
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Quiz

1 According to the section "Working Together To Conserve Water," HOW does the author believe

people can solve the water problem?

(A) by fighting for the amount of water they need

(B) by changing the way that they use water

(C) by passing stricter regulations about water

(D) by creating new ways to access water

2 Complete the sentence. 

Because people started using a lot of water after the California drought ended last year, ____.

(A) the state thinks people won't follow new limits

(B) the state will create permanent water limits

(C) the state now has another water emergency

(D) the state needs to start using grey water

3 One MAIN idea of the article is that some areas of the world are experiencing water shortages. 

What is another MAIN idea of the article?

(A) John Fleck recently wrote a book about the water shortage.

(B) California is going to create new water-use limits.

(C) New technologies can help create more usable water.

(D) John Fleck believes that people can learn to use less water.
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4 Read the paragraph from the section "Group Effort: Residents Cut Water Use In Cape Town."

It was not rain that helped to delay the expected cutoff. Rather, the
people of Cape Town have cut their water use. In fact, over the past three
years, water use has fallen by more than half because of a group effort to
share. People’s concern for each other went up, and with it, the amount
of available water went up too.

HOW does this paragraph support the MAIN idea of the article?

(A) It shows that Cape Town was able to solve its water shortage problem.

(B) It provides an example of people successfully adapting to less water.

(C) It shows how much the water shortage affects people's lives.

(D) It proves that the people in Cape Town care about each other.
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